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has learned that a publication called
CounterSpy attacked the.American Insti-
tute for Free Labor Development (AIFLD)
as a.CIA front shortly before the two

with. the institute were assassinated in El.
Salvador. The evidence suggests that Mark "~
Pearlman, Michael Hammer, and Rodolfo

Viera had been targeted by members of -
the Marxist left, who want to destroy the -
CiA and anybody the thmk is assocrated
with iS558 =0, L 2 A :

CoﬁnterSpy Aﬂacked Hammer

In ‘the wake of those a»assmatlons, ele-
ments of the media have resurrected
charges that the AIFLD, a project of the
AFL-CIO, which is helping run the land
reform in El Salvador, was linked to the

CIA. A reporter for National Public Radio .
"(NPR) threw that charge in the face of

AIFLD executive director William Doher-
ty in a recent interview. NPR reported his
denial but censored his description of
Phillip Agee, a source of the charge, as a
soviel KGB agent. The real possibility that
associates of Agee, who published Coun-
terSpy, had a role in the assassinations has
been totally ignored by the Big Media.

CounterSpy is the pubhcahon that re-v
. vealed the identity of the ClA station chief -

in Greece, Richard Welch, before his .
assassination in 1975. Fhillip Agee, the

' ClA defector who has collaborated. with -
communist intelligence agents in their.

efforts to destroy the agency, was a mem- -
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Salvador

the_Mérixs'fAllende regime in Chile.

. -Arnold also noted that the CIA-AIFLD
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““connection was raised on the Public Tele«-

vision series, “On Company Business.”
The star of the series was none other

than Phillip Agee. In another publication,

-"Arnold recently expressed his concern ab-

h A .-out the AIFLD program in Ni .
Americans and peasant leader associated * __ prograr 1n Nicaragia

sayng that it was “small but a potential
danger’” to the Marxist Sandinistas. That
artlcle appeared in the Daily World, the
newspaper of the Communist Party USA.

- The other CounterSpy article called on

; the AFL-CI1O to end its involvement with
- the-AJIFLD. The article included personal

“attacks ‘on Viera and Hammer and it
"praised the Revolutionary Democratic

“"Front, the left-wing terrorist group in Ef

Salvador that murders peasants who
cooperate with the land reform program.
The author of the article, Richard Hobbs,

- quoted from a report issued by the

Ecumenical Program for Inter-American

-Communication and Action (EPICA),
“which claimed that the peasant union
" once headed by Viera and supported by

the AIFLD was somehow aligned with the
right-wing terrorist group ORDEN. Not
mentioned, of course, is the fact that the
director of EPICA, Rev. Phillip Wheaton,
served with Agee on the advisory beard of
OC-J. .
Mudshnomv from the Left

"Hobbs also claimed that University of
Wnsconsm Professor John Strasma, who in
1977 investigated the financial aifairs of

- the peasant union, found that Viera had
_“pocketed” some of the money for the

-land reform and that Mike Hammer “did

ber of the advisory board of the Organiz-- ~ nothing about it.”” Hobbs went on to ques-

ing Committee for a Fifth Estate (OC-5), . .

which- published Counterspy, in 1976."..

tion Vleras honesty and reliability and -

‘Hammer's association with him. Howev-

OC-5’s subversive operations were the - er, Professor Strasma told Accuracy in

.subject of a congressional investigation — Media in an interview that he did not find

that same year. Hearmgs disclosed that - that Viera had “pocketed” any funds. He
one of OC-5’s objectives-was to agitate-- described Viera as a respected, charisma-

against organizations such‘as the AIFLD ~
that were combattmg communist domina-
tion of labor unions. One of.the slain .
Americans, Michael: Hammer, was.a ¢
strong anti-communist who believed that .
the land reform would.undercut the com-
munist appeal 1o the peasants.” -
22 The: November - 1980-}anuary - 1981
issue of CounterSpy -contained two arti-

- C‘efo £l Caluadnr whicrh hnth attarkod
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tic leader who was we" hked by the )

peasants. e -

- Shortly. before’ CounterSpy s blas! at .

Hammer and Viera; it pubhshed what it
called a list of “’CI1A Cops in El Salvador,”

which purportedly identified about 75
= ¥ Salvadoran police officers who had under-

gone “’ClA-directed training” in the U.S.
CounterSpy charged that the training was
" dasisnsd tn exynand the #raA -nf«n:t-nr-

ACCURACY IN MEDIA is a weekly

+ .~ column available from Accuracy in

 Anti-CIA ?ubﬁacah@n
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Media, Inc. (AIM). AIM also distri-
butes o 600-word weekly column,
“fAedia Monitor,” which critiques TV
and radio news reporting. These col-
umns are available ot nominal cost.
AIM also publishes o semi-
monthly newsletter, the AIM Report.
This deols with serious cases of error,
distortion and omission in news re-
porting. You will find in the AIM Re-
port significant stories that you
‘won't get from the AP, UP! or other
news services. It is must reading for
journalists dedicated to accurate re-
porting. It costs only $15 a year.
AIM also provides experienced,
provocative speakers for confer-
ences, clubs and seminars free of
charge, as well as guests for TV and
radio talk shows. :

For any of these services use the

coupon below or coll Bernie Yoh,
(202) 783-4405. S '

)Bill me

1$15.00 enclosed (

Send ibformation about the column, “Accuracy in Mcdia”
Send information about the column, “Media Monitor”

Send brochure on AIM speakers

.).Enter.my subscription to the AIM Report.(

3 AIM, 777 14th St. N.W., Washington D.C. 20005
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